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Regional report card

This report card contains the latest data available on the Global Obesity Observatory on overweight and obesity . Where
available, data on common and relevant obesity drivers and comorbidities are also presented.

View the latest version of this report on the Global Obesity Observatory at https://data.worldobesity.org/region/who-
americas-region-3/.
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Obesity prevalence

Adults
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Survey type: Countries marked with a * are using self-reported data.

Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.

Unless otherwise noted, overweight refers to a BMI between 25kg and 29.9kg/m², obesity refers to a BMI greater than 30kg/m².
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Men
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Survey type: Countries marked with a * are using self-reported data.

Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.

Unless otherwise noted, overweight refers to a BMI between 25kg and 29.9kg/m², obesity refers to a BMI greater than 30kg/m².
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Women
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Survey type: Countries marked with a * are using self-reported data.

Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.

Unless otherwise noted, overweight refers to a BMI between 25kg and 29.9kg/m², obesity refers to a BMI greater than 30kg/m².
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Children
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Survey type: Countries marked with a * are using self-reported data.

Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.
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Boys
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Survey type: Countries marked with a * are using self-reported data.

Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.
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Girls
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Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.

0-5 years
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Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.
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0-5 years boys
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Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.

0-5 years girls
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Notes: Different methodologies have been used to collect this data and so it is not strictly comparable.
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Insufficient activity

Adults, 2016-2022
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Area covered: National

References: WHO (2024). Prevalence of insufficient physical activity among adults aged 18-years age-standardized estimate in 2022. Available at
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/prevalence-of-insufficient-physical-activity-among-adults-aged-

18-years-(age-standardized-estimate)-(-)

Definitions: Percent of population attaining less than 150 minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity per week, or less than 75 minutes of
vigorous-intensity physical activity per week, or equivalent.
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Men, 2016-2022
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References: WHO (2024). Prevalence of insufficient physical activity among adults aged 18-years age-standardized estimate in 2022. Available at
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/prevalence-of-insufficient-physical-activity-among-adults-aged-

18-years-(age-standardized-estimate)-(-)

Definitions: Percent of population attaining less than 150 minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity per week, or less than 75 minutes of
vigorous-intensity physical activity per week, or equivalent.
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Women, 2016-2022
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References: WHO (2024). Prevalence of insufficient physical activity among adults aged 18-years age-standardized estimate in 2022. Available at
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/prevalence-of-insufficient-physical-activity-among-adults-aged-
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Definitions: Percent of population attaining less than 150 minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity per week, or less than 75 minutes of
vigorous-intensity physical activity per week, or equivalent.
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Children, 2016
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Age: 11-17

References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A893ADO?lang=en
(last accessed 16.03.21)

Notes: % of school going adolescents not meeting WHO recommendations on Physical Activity for Health, i.e. doing less than 60 minutes of
moderate- to vigorous-intensity physical activity daily.

Definitions: % Adolescents insufficiently active (age standardised estimate)
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Boys, 2016
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A893ADO?lang=en
(last accessed 16.03.21)

Notes: % of school going adolescents not meeting WHO recommendations on Physical Activity for Health, i.e. doing less than 60 minutes of
moderate- to vigorous-intensity physical activity daily.

Definitions: % Adolescents insufficiently active (age standardised estimate)
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Girls, 2016
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, https://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A893ADO?lang=en
(last accessed 16.03.21)

Notes: % of school going adolescents not meeting WHO recommendations on Physical Activity for Health, i.e. doing less than 60 minutes of
moderate- to vigorous-intensity physical activity daily.

Definitions: % Adolescents insufficiently active (age standardised estimate)
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Prevalence of at least daily carbonated soft drink consumption

Boys, 2021-2022
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References: Health Behaviour in School-aged Children study (2023), Data browser (findings from the 2021/22 international HBSC survey): 
https://data-browser.hbsc.org.. Health Behaviour in School-aged Children study (2020), Data browser (findings from the 2017/18

international HBSC survey): https://data-browser.hbsc.org.

Definitions: Proportion who reported drinking sugary soft drinks daily (at least once)
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Girls, 2021-2022

 

Age 11 Age 13 Age 15
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

%

Area covered: National

References: Health Behaviour in School-aged Children study (2023), Data browser (findings from the 2021/22 international HBSC survey): 
https://data-browser.hbsc.org.. Health Behaviour in School-aged Children study (2020), Data browser (findings from the 2017/18

international HBSC survey): https://data-browser.hbsc.org.

Definitions: Proportion who reported drinking sugary soft drinks daily (at least once)
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Average daily frequency of carbonated soft drink consumption

Children, 2009-2015
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References: Beal et al. (2019). Global Patterns of Adolescent Fruit, Vegetable, Carbonated Soft Drink, and Fast-food consumption: A meta-analysis
of global school-based student health surveys. Food and Nutrition Bulletin. https://doi.org/10.1177/0379572119848287 sourced from

Food Systems Dashboard http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/food-system
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Estimated per-capita fruit intake

Adults, 2017
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References: Global Burden of Disease, the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation http://ghdx.healthdata.org/

Definitions: Estimated per-capita fruit intake (g/day)
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Prevalence of less-than-daily fruit consumption

Children, 2009-2015
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References: Global School-based Student Health Surveys. Beal et al (2019). Global Patterns of Adolescent Fruit, Vegetable, Carbonated Soft Drink,
and Fast-food consumption: A meta-analysis of global school-based student health surveys. Food and Nutrition Bulletin.

https://doi.org/10.1177/0379572119848287. Sourced from Food Systems Dashboard http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/food-
system

Definitions: Prevalence of less-than-daily fruit consumption (% less-than-daily fruit consumption)
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Prevalence of less-than-daily vegetable consumption

Children, 2009-2015

 

Suriname

Chile
Guyana

Bolivia
Guatemala

Peru
Uruguay

Costa Rica

Antigua & Barbuda

Belize
Argentina

Dominica

Honduras

El Salvador

Trinidad & Tobago

Jamaica
St Kitts & Nevis

Grenada

Bahamas

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

%

Survey type: Measured

Age: 12-17

References: Beal et al. (2019). Global Patterns of Adolescent Fruit, Vegetable, Carbonated Soft Drink, and Fast-food consumption: A meta-analysis
of global school-based student health surveys. Food and Nutrition Bulletin. https://doi.org/10.1177/0379572119848287 sourced from

Food Systems Dashboard http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/food-system

Definitions: Prevalence of less-than-daily vegetable consumption (% less-than-daily vegetable consumption)
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Average weekly frequency of fast food consumption

Children, 2009-2015

 

Chile
Argentina

Uruguay

Peru
Honduras

Costa Rica

Dominica

Guatemala

El Salvador

Bolivia
Guyana

Suriname

Antigua & Barbuda

St Kitts & Nevis

Bahamas

Trinidad & Tobago

Jamaica
Belize

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

1.6

Ti
m

es
 p

er
 w

ee
k

Age: 12-17

References: Beal et al. (2019). Global Patterns of Adolescent Fruit, Vegetable, Carbonated Soft Drink, and Fast-food consumption: A meta-analysis
of global school-based student health surveys. Food and Nutrition Bulletin. https://doi.org/10.1177/0379572119848287 sourced from

Food Systems Dashboard http://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/food-system
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Estimated per-capita processed meat intake

Adults, 2017
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References: Global Burden of Disease, the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation http://ghdx.healthdata.org/

Definitions: Estimated per-capita processed meat intake (g per day)
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Estimated per-capita whole grains intake

Adults, 2017
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References: Global Burden of Disease, the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation http://ghdx.healthdata.org/
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Mental health - depression disorders

Adults, 2021
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Definitions: Number living with depression per 100,000 population (adults 20+ years)

WHO Americas region
Regional report card

25

http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare.


Men, 2021
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Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Women, 2021
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Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)

Definitions: Number living with depression per 100,000 population (adults 20+ years)

WHO Americas region
Regional report card

27

http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare.


Children, 2021
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Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Boys, 2021
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Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Girls, 2021

 

C
olom

bia

Peru

V
enezuela

Panam
a

H
onduras

C
osta R

ica

B
olivia

H
aiti

N
icaragua

El Salvador

A
ntigua &

 B
arbuda

B
razil

G
renada

St V
incent &

 G
ren.

D
om

inican R
epublic

G
uatem

ala

B
elize

M
exico

Jam
aica

C
uba

D
om

inica

Ecuador

B
aham

as

B
arbados

St Kitts &
 N

evis

St Lucia

Paraguay

Trinidad &
 Tobago

A
rgentina

G
uyana

U
ruguay

Surinam
e

C
anada

C
hile

U
nited States

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

%
 o

f p
op

ul
at

io
n

Area covered: National

References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Mental health - anxiety disorders

Adults, 2021

 

V
enezuela

M
exico

Panam
a

C
anada

C
osta R

ica

St Kitts &
 N

evis

G
uatem

ala

El Salvador

N
icaragua

D
om

inican R
epublic

C
uba

St V
incent &

 G
ren.

B
elize

D
om

inica

G
renada

Jam
aica

B
arbados

Trinidad &
 Tobago

A
ntigua &

 B
arbuda

H
onduras

St Lucia

B
aham

as

H
aiti

C
olom

bia

Surinam
e

G
uyana

A
rgentina

U
ruguay

C
hile

Ecuador

U
nited States

Peru

B
olivia

Paraguay

B
razil

0

2k

4k

6k

8k

10k

12k

%
 o

f p
op

ul
at

io
n

Age: 20+

References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25).
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Men, 2021
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References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25).
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Women, 2021
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References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25).
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Children, 2021
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References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Girls, 2021
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References: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Compare Data Visualization. Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Study 2021.
Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington, 2023. Available from http://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare. (Last accessed 23.04.25)
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Oesophageal cancer

Men, 2022
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Observatory: Cancer Today. Lyon, France: International Agency for Research on Cancer. Available from: https://gco.iarc.who.int/today,
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Women, 2022
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Breast cancer

Women, 2022
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Colorectal cancer

Men, 2022
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Women, 2022
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Pancreatic cancer
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Women, 2022
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Gallbladder cancer

Men, 2022

 

B
arbados

B
elize

St Lucia

C
uba

G
uyana

Trinidad &
 Tobago

G
uatem

ala

Paraguay

M
exico

D
om

inican R
epublic

V
enezuela

C
anada

H
aiti

C
osta R

ica

Jam
aica

B
razil

U
nited States

Panam
a

C
olom

bia

El Salvador

H
onduras

Surinam
e

A
rgentina

Ecuador

B
aham

as

N
icaragua

Peru

U
ruguay

C
hile

B
olivia

0

2

4

6

8

10

In
ci

de
nc

e 
pe

r 1
00

,0
00

Age: 20+

Area covered: National

References: Ferlay J, Ervik M, Lam F, Laversanne M, Colombet M, Mery L, Piñeros M, Znaor A, Soerjomataram I, Bray F (2024).Global Cancer
Observatory: Cancer Today. Lyon, France: International Agency for Research on Cancer. Available from: https://gco.iarc.who.int/today,

accessed [16.07.24]

Definitions: Indicence per 100,000

WHO Americas region
Regional report card

43

https://gco.iarc.who.int/today


Women, 2022
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Kidney cancer

Men, 2022
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Women, 2022
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Cancer of the uterus

Women, 2022
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Raised blood pressure

Adults, 2015
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A875?lang=en

Definitions: Age Standardised estimated % Raised blood pressure 2015 (SBP>=140 OR DBP>=90).
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Men, 2015
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A875?lang=en

Definitions: Age Standardised estimated % Raised blood pressure 2015 (SBP>=140 OR DBP>=90).
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Women, 2015
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A875?lang=en

Definitions: Age Standardised estimated % Raised blood pressure 2015 (SBP>=140 OR DBP>=90).
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Raised cholesterol

Adults, 2008
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A885

Definitions: % Raised total cholesterol (>= 5.0 mmol/L) (age-standardized estimate).
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Men, 2008
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A885

Definitions: % Raised total cholesterol (>= 5.0 mmol/L) (age-standardized estimate).
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Women, 2008
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A885

Definitions: % Raised total cholesterol (>= 5.0 mmol/L) (age-standardized estimate).
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Raised fasting blood glucose

Men, 2014
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A869?lang=en

Definitions: Age Standardised % raised fasting blood glucose (>= 7.0 mmol/L or on medication).
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Women, 2014
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References: Global Health Observatory data repository, World Health Organisation, http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.A869?lang=en

Definitions: Age Standardised % raised fasting blood glucose (>= 7.0 mmol/L or on medication).
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Diabetes prevalence

Adults, 2024
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References: Reproduced with kind permission International Diabetes Federation. IDF Diabetes Atlas, 11th edn. Brussels, Belgium:International
Diabetes Federation, 2025. http://www.diabetesatlas.org
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